
February 12, 1963 

Dr. Gladys L. Hobby 
Chas. Pfizer 83 Co., inc. 
630 Flushing Avenue 
imoktyn 6, New York 

Dear Dr. Hobby: 

Ilay 1 rafer to your papor in Scienc8 pI1:205, 193, concornIng esters of 
penicillin? 

We are still continually sxplorfng new methods of selecting for various kinds 
of met8bollcally deficI8nt csutants , and lt recently oocurred to me that w 
might look into asters, phosphates, and similar functional derivatives of 
potent antibiotics as metectiva QgQnts that might be useful in the detection --r- 
and isoletlon of bacterial mutants deficient in the hydrolytic enzyrao that - 

C’ 
would rmleesa the frea ant/biotSc. Your report cm the benzohydryt ester of 
penicillin seamed to constitute I#I excellent startlng point for verlfylng 
this notion, and I am writing to ask whether you have any further informstim z- 

on the antibucterial prwtties of this matarlal subsequent to tha 1943 paper. -7 

Having so many free hydrql groups tetracycline would also seem to be an 
excrllrnt cundidets for formIng dwivstives, especially phosphates and other 
esters. I f such materiels hove been prepar&, and I nrust suppose that they 
have, I would be grateful for you for information on those as well. A further 
type of derivative In which we would be most interested would be a peptids. 

If you can afford to furnish satrples of any derivatives along these lines, I 
would be most grateful. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Td import of the obo#a letter should bt~ self-evI&mt, and-i ti writing to you 
also to ask whuther you may have sum materials rhmg these lines that WI might 
be able to ori;;. )kst of our wwk ut the premnt tima is In Rwim wJ&i?tq, 
Whet I d really looking f~waid to is the prospect of sale&t 1njI for nucleasm- 
deftcht mutants by 8 rirrilsr amthod, but bafars mbsrking on what imIght be 8 
fairly tricky synthuts of the uppmprfate tiwlaotida derivetivas, It seamed 
worth while to try out the genetbl prowdurr if ue Cm obtain suitsble can~nda. 

fiest rqerds. 


